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AND WHATS THIS?

TS ANOVEL... AN OLD ONE ..
FROM THE 19505 A KiND OF

CLASSIC..
iTs

WHAT KNG OF
MuSic is THiS?

UM.,LET'S SEE...iT'$
HARD To DESCRIBE...
TS BASICALLY “JUNGLE"
BUT WiTH ARRANGE -
MENTS THAT ARE
ALMOST CLASSICAL ...
AND SOUNDS THAT...

Yo4'RE HERE
FoR THE SEK ?

¥ THAT'S
THE NAME OF

THE AWMATION
== 5TUbio,
YES...

OH! WELL,
EVERYTHING 1S
ALL RiGHT THEN,

M MR, l‘FYU,
YOUR GUIDE.

QUTSiDE.

T CANBARELY MAKE OUT HiS FACE
BECAUSE THERE'S NO LIGHT N THE

ARPORT.




= THE DRIVER
f T e HANDS ME

iﬁ FLOWERS THAT
I KNOWARENT
REALLY MEANT
FOR ME,

TO HELP ME
PREPARE FOR
THSTRIP, T
WASGINEN A
BOOKLET OF
TRAVEL TiPS,

e T T T =
B D

HYGIEMNE
Brong vour cwn msdication,
Cra mot drink the tap water.

TRAVEL

Al wrgeel rrust be by studio wehecle. in the cormpany of an interpreter andfor guide
Ma vefucles om Sundays

Cinly MG0s hawe vnrestricied access to wahisles and ravel

M lighes at night

ALLOWED

Audt casselies

0 player and Chs.

Fartable computer and printer

Cameras and film, camcorder Mat everything can be photographed
Fand. mustard, ketchup. etc

Books to give 16 imterpreter at the end of the trip

PROHIBITED

Mobile phone {confiscated at sirpart and returned
on departure.)

Pormagraphy,

INCREDIBLE! HE'S SMOKING
iN AN NiR-CONDITONED CAR
WiTH CLOSED WiNDOWS !




1Y GUIDE SUGBESTS WE VisiT THE wiGHesT | | ANELEGANT way OF TAKING ME ONA
POINT INTHE CITY T0 APMIRE THE View RS BUCKTORYROR
BEFORE GOING T0 THE HOTEL. TTHOUT BEING 0BVIOUS.

FOR NiSiTORS, 1T'S A DiSPROPOR -
TIOMATE ONE-ON-ONE WiTH THE
GiGANTIC FIGURE OF THE

FATHER OF THE MATION.

WHO, DESPITE HiS
DEATH (1912-1994), i$
STiLL PRESIDENT.

-—a i




WHOA!
HOLY Cowl.,.
THAT'SHUGE !

UH... WHAT'S THE PROTOCOL?
T'M NOT SURE WHAT HAPPENS
NECT.

8| Do nat do anything on your own

MISCELLAMECLY

Refer 10 your puide or nterpreter
for aduwce in all girgumstances,

Tips: forbdden

MNewer make jokes about. the
Great Leader or the Dear Leader
Shaw respee,

CHRiST!

THE THINGS AN
ANIMATOR HAS T0 DO

| To GETAGi6.

BACK INTHE PARKING
LQT L1 COHE MRDSS
ALLTHE FOREGNERS
WO WERE ON'THE
FLIGHT, ALONG WiTH
THEIR RESPECTIVE
GUIDES.

GERMAN

. FRENCH
PINERAL WATER £ ALCKTEL
wot‘- EMPLOVEE,

qounG TTRLY AT
FOREIGH KD
WORKER.
puRin My STAN, T
MET EVERY ONE oF
THEM AGAIN.

MY HOTEL iS ON A SMALL
iSLAND, NOT FAR FROM
DOWNTOWN,

p= ===

{T’S GOT THOJE GOOb LD
STANDARD ROOMS - COLD AND
IMPERSONAL, JUST LiKE THEY
LIKE THEM iN ASIA.




NORTH KOREA 1S THE WORLD'S MOST iSOLATED COuNTRY, FOREIGNERS TRICKLE M.
THERE'S NO iNTERNET, THERE ARE NO CAFES. IN FACT, THERE'S NO ENTERTAINMENT. SCENTIFIC anD
T'S HARD T0 EVEN LEAVE THE HOTEL AND MEETING KOREANS S NEXT T0 £OuUC ATiONAL
iMPOSSIBLE. FiL™ STYDIO OF
5 KOREA (SEYO)E

{HE STUPIO MIGHT HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO EDUCATE THE MASSES, BUT THESE DAYS iT'S
USED T0 ATTRACT FOREIGN CURRENCY, MOST OF iT FRENCH.

-

LUCKILY I'VE HAD WELL, THAT'S WHAT T

PRACTICE BEING ALONE THOUGHT, BUT I WAS b7
BECAUSE THIS WON'T BE WRONG -WHiCH JuST 4
A FUNHOUSE. GOES T0 SHOW THAT i

YOU'VE 60T To BE ;

READY FOR ANTTHING

WHEN YOU TRAVEL.

-uw
MISTER GuY 7

READY T G0 To
THE STubio?

A BiTo DOESN'T

EVERYBODY ? THink

i1 woRKS?

HEY, ISN'T THAT
KARL UP THERE ?

B = o s

OH NO, NOT

l- lﬁlﬂl@ e (L ) MANT CARITALISTS




1 FiND THE PERSON 1'VE $0, FiROT SAGON AND NOW
COME 10 REPLACE: SANDRINE, PIONGYANG, HA WA HA HAY
SOMEONE T OFTEN CROSS ' l
PATHS WITH in TRE SMALL
WORLD OF ANIMATION.

SEE TWiS ShoT ?
VTS FINE TREWAY TS
S0 MOVE ON.

 THERE You age! )

THE LAST TiME WE MET WAS (N VIETNAM. ! T \ 1 DIDRT SATATHNG... 1T 3T
BEFORE THAT WAS PARIS AND OVER TEN YEARS RUNTWHRTS WRONGT ISTHERE A1) TRYNG T0 GET A SENSE OF ThE
AGo, THE SouTH OF FRANCE. OK,LET'S PROBLEMT DOYOU THINK WE SHOULD | _ QUALITY WE WANT HERE.

GET STARTED.

CORRECTIONS ON
EPiSOoDE ONE.
\ aq‘_ |

ACTUALLY, iT'S A BT
WEAK WHEN HE JUMPS.
1'LL ASK FOR A
RETAKE.

1T'VE ComE

OH, HET,
HERE TO WORK,

SORRY... T
FORGOT,




VIANNA HAVE
A DRINK?

RACHARD, WHO WORKS
TwWO FLOORS UP FOR
ELLIPSE ( ANOTHER
FRENCH STUDi0), SUGGESTS
WE TAKE A BREAK.

| We wind up
o NEARBY, N
VIHAT LOOKS
LIKE A
WOTEL .

WE SiT POWN NEXT
10 THE WiNDOW TO
HANE SOME LiGHT.

EXCEPT FOR A FEW

SOLPAERS, THE PLACE
iS DESERTED.

SHIT, WE FORGAT To
TELL THE GUARDS

AFTER 3 MONTHS IN NORTH
KOREA, SANDRINE HAS DEVE -
LOPED CERTAWN REFLEXES,

.| TS i5 RiICHARD'S SECOND
WEEK.

1 WOPE THINGS Go
BETTER HERE...

SEOUL WAS A HUGE
\WASTE 0F TiME ..

" AL WERE DOiNG HERE
ARE THE TWEENS..

Qizy

QR
FREND
Has ComME
T0 WORK
0N CoRTo
MALTESE.

o CORTO WALVESE -

ECrsTERFaN - PRATT

iN PARIS.

IN FACT, THEY HAD T0
LEAVE WiTh THE SHoTS
AND REDO EVERYTHING

PUT SINCE WE'VE
RUN 0UT OF CASH-.

« THET'RE WRAPPING UP
PRODUCTION iN PYONGYANG.

et

]

e TWEENS: To BE DRAWN BY ASSiSTANTS iN NORTH

vl A1 31

g'n’t = upwvawy



GREAT, THAT WAY K0S DON'T HAVE

10 BOTHER REAVING THE Books,
WEMCE THE THEY'LL JUST THiNK EVERY-
TRIED AND TRYE THING STARTED ON TV, LikE
FORMULA. TINTIN,

RiCHARY'S GUIDE TURNS VP,

HE LOOKS RELIEVED To SEE SANPRINE AND T DECIDE
us. THAT WE WANT 10 WALK

BACK T0 THE HOTEL .

OUR GUIDES DON'T ACTUALLY
(B JECT, BUT THEY'RE NOT
HAPPY, Ei THER.

k
H

b5 R

)

ARETHEY | | NOPE TDON'T WELL, CooL... THEY'RE NIT
FeummG_. SEE THEM. S0CM A PAIN AFTER ALL

A MOMENT LATER, WE FiGURED OUT THER SYSTEM:THEY WERE WAITING FOR 0F Dowm THE R0AD,
AND YUHE N \AE CAUGHT UP THEY AWANCED AGAIN, ALL THE WAY T0 THE HoTEL.

FORGING AHEAD iNTO THE Z)5t CENTURY!



PYONGYANG HAS THREE HOTELS FOR FOREIGNERS.
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#T_ ERCHMRS TS [ — =% 7 A // \i
ADVANTAGES, | _—— . : ¥ THE PeTONGEANG, WiTH

TS CABLE Tv(Cnn).[~

.-—/

?Q THE KOx(o, 1™
THE HERKT OF TowN.

: s TwiisMy (e =
iT'S A MASSIVE S0-STOREY TOWER WiTH A REVOLVING THAT EXPLAINS h : eavokire .. JH i8iT THE ONCY ONE
RESTAURANT, BUiLT iN THE 1980s DY A FRENCH FiRM. THE FRENCH iN THE HOTEL ?
DESONER ToiLETS. :

ATLEAST iT'3 BRIGUT
HERE. g NO...WE CAN
[ ' = TRY ANOTHER
if You
LiKE.

S| ALL FOREIGNERS ARE ON
S THe 15™ FLOOR, THE
| ONLY ONE THAT'S LIT,

ARE THERE THE N0.3-T'S

AnY MORE LIKE 7
THiS? BEING RENGNATED,




T DON'T MEAN TO COMPLAN,
BUT TS S THE FILTIEST
TABLECLOTH T'VE EVER SEEN..

ARGH! ARD TS WET,
100! MY ELBOWS ARE
SOAKING !

THE ELBOWS.

THERE'S A CAFE iN TWE LOBBY. WE GO
THERE FOR DESSERT. iT'S DRIER ON

/s =
VAT ? THET CALL

ﬁ THiS iCE CREAM Y
LZ]

FOREIGH ADMIRERS OF THE
Kit REGIME WiLL SooN
BE ABLE TO WATCH THE
DEAR LEADER'S HEROIC
EXPLOITS iNl HaGH-
LEFiNiTion SPLENDCR
WiTH DOLBY SURROUND
SOUND,

UGH! THiS STUFF i
SWIMMING iN QiL!

WE MEET TW(
TELECO™M
ENGINEERS
FROM FRANCE.

THEY'RE HERE FOR A WEEK, LONG ENCUGH TD
INSTALL A HiGH-DEEINATION TRANSMITTER ...

peFoRe (HERTZiIAN)

B

-

AFTER {DiGiTAL)

AN 0BVIOUS PRIORITY FOR
A COUNTRY GETTING THE
MOST AvD N THE WoRLY!

I8 THE MIDDLE OF THE NiGHT, T WATCH A PERSON WHO'SWALKING BACKWARDS. T DIN'T KNOW
iF TS THE JET LAG OR THE FACT THAT I'M BRACED FOR ANYTHING HERE, BUT THE SiGHT
DOESN'T SEEM ABNORMAL OR EVEN SURPRISING,

" OH, LOOK, A GUY
WRLKING BACKWARDS.

THE BEST THING
ABOUT LiViNG
N HOTELS iS
LYiNG DOWN
ON THE
BEDSPREAD
WiTH YOUR
SHoeS
N,

HERE T AM,
BREAKING

A MAJOR

| iy TABoo
| Berore YouR
E EVES.




DAMN, THERE'S MO T

A SiNGLE BULB HERE
THAT'S BRIGHTER i
THAN 40 WATTS, |

TLL PROBABLY
GOBLIND, BOT T Guess
ORWELL i§ WORTH

it

"HOW OFTEN, OR ON WHAT SYSTEM, THE THOUGHT POLiCE PLUGGED iN ON ANY INDIVIDUAL
WIRE WAS GUESSWORK. IT WAS EVEN CONCEIVABLE THAT THEY WATCHED EVERYBODY ALL
THE TIME. BUT AT ANY RATE THEY COULD PLUG iN YOUR \WiRE WHENEVER THEY WANTED
T0. Y0U HAD TO LiVE-- DiD LiVE, FROM HABIT THAT BECAME INSTINCT,.."

THE MORNING FOG OVER TAEDONG STRETCHES To iNFiNiTY
N THE DISTANCE, MUNICIPAL LOUDSPEAKERS itCTONE THEIR LITANS

HEY! T wNOW, T'LLTALK
iN RRYME ALL DAY...
WHAT A GREAT
WEA...

<3 ey — " %
_ | THERE'S A POEM it THE AiR, |

o




A4, SCREW THAT.
WHY DRIVE MYSELF

NUTS ALL DAY MAKING
uP RHTMES,

1 JOIN SANDRINE AT |
THE FAR TABLE.

PYONGYANG :PHANTOM CrTY
‘N A HERMIT NATION.

THE FEW DiSMAL PiCTURES You SEE it THE WEST HAD
ACTUALLY LED ME T0 EXPECT WORSE.

b You SEE?
THERE'S MELON
ToDAY.

LOOK THERE'S & BUNCH OF CHi-

NESE DONG THE "REVERIE
(e vium?

THE STUDID.

AS WSUAL, THE VAN, DRIVER, GUIDE AND
TRANSLATOR ARE WAITING T0 TAKE uS T0

THEY'RE WALKING BACK-
WAKDS. DIDN'T Y0U KNOW?
0 A TRADTi ONAL FORM
OF EXCERCISE .

EVERYTH MG iS VERY
CLEAN. T00 CLEAN,
iNFACT.

NO ONE LINGERS iN THE STREETS.
EVERYONE {AS SOMEWHERE 10 BE,
SOMETHING 10 Do.

NO LOITERING, NO OLD FOLKS
CHATTING. TOTAL STERWATY.




DURING THE KOREAN WAR, BOMBS RAINED ON THE
TTIALL NEW. CiTY FOR 3'YEARS, FLATTENING iT.

PP FL Y

i
—

AFTERWARD, THE PARTY OBLITERATED ANTTHING
RESEMBLING AN OPPOSITION. ..

AND SEALED OFF
THE COUNTRY Tp
ALL SiDES,

s

WHOA! MORE THAN
%07, OF THE SHOTS
HRYE T0 BE REDONE.

1 KNOW.WE HAD A
LouSY TEAM ON
EPiSOvE 2.

0K, MARK UF THE To CHECK THE ANIMATION, T WORK ON A COMPUTER THAT'S USED
REST AND TLL GO FOR FRODUCTION THE REST OF THE TiME.
LHECK THE RETAKES. | hmemnes ‘

Wit iT, T'VE INHERITED A TECHNI-
Cil WHO HELPS QUT WiTHGREAT
TEAL WSTERD OF TAKING ABREAK
WHLE I DO MY STUFF,




AFTER B WHILE, SHE LETS UP AMD DeciDES T0 GiVE MEA N EVERY ROOM, ON EVERY FLOOR, (N EVERY BUILDING THROUGHOUT NORTH KOREA,
TASTE OF HER COUNTRY'S MUSICAL GERIUS INSTEAD. PORTRAITS OF PAPA YiM AND HiS SON HANG SiDE &Y SiDE ON ONE WALL.

\TRETSTo BE
AMNCYiNG.

THE TUNES SOUND LIKE A CROSS BETWEEN
A NATHONAL ANTHEM AND THE THEME
SONG oF A [WLDRENS SHOW... LIKE A
BARNET REMIX OF “GoP SAVE THE
QuEEN" OR “OH CANADA"

M1 NEW FRIEND 1§ JUST SINGING RiGKT EXCEPT WNTHE
ALONG, LOOKING MT WAT SWiTTeRs, of Courle,
10 GET ME §oinG, o,

AND SINCE " KiM iL SUNG i KiM JONG- L AND KiM JONG-il
iS KiM 1L SUNG”, THEY'RE MADE T0 LOOK ALIKE .

Kirt SENIOR'S “s':::';ﬁ"
2 AN Jubh

GRAY HAIR AND | GLASIES AND

DEFORMING | EXCESS

NECK TYMOR | \WEIGHT

ARE GONE . ! ‘

THAT WAY NOTHING EVER CHANGES — 1S
AVWAYS THE SAME HEAD AT THEHELM.

Huw,

THE Wom 'S |

E COMMUNIST !
bt |

R o |
T

MY COFFEE BREAKS LEAD TO A FEW
MORE OBSERVATIONS.




THE ANGLE CuTS 00T Aty REFLECTIONS

THAT COuLD PREVENT You FROM CONTEMP-

HUNG HiGH 0N THE LATING THE SUN OF THE 24t CENTURTAND
WALLS, HAVE A WibeR Hil VENERADLE FATHER. T ALYO

EDEE ABOVE INTENSIFIES THE GAZE iN THIS FaCe-

THAN BELOW, T0- FACE ENCOUNTER.

THE PORTRAITS, wHiCH ARE

BOTH WEAR ONE OF THE OFFICiAL BADGES THAT INVARIABLY
DEFICT KiM JUNIOR OR Kirt SENIOR 10U CAN'T TELL FROM THE
PARTRATS, BUT4T°S TEMPTING To THINK THEY'RE WEARING
EACH OTHER'S IMABES, CREATING THE KiND 0F SorT
CiRCUIT ANVMATORS LOVE...

g_uq@ “\Whewm the characteot
(s on the mibbon, keep
it tgkt asthe bow warasels.

Or else he Looks like
he's holdima a Smake
amd P\ag‘mg withit.

APTER ASKING Two

DAYS AGO, I Tl e

BEiNG TAMEN T i
VISiTONE OF THE -
PRIDES OF THE
MaTioN...
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0

el (VERYWHERE, GARISH MURALS TRANSFIGURE [
SR A REMLITY THAT JUST SEEMS DRAD To ME. i)
et 590 ——— — — b

T e 4

N ACTY WiTHOUT ENOUGH ELECT RjCi‘W TQ POWER i T8 TRAFFI( THE TOURENDS AT
LIGHTS THE SUBWAY TUNNELS ARE LiT UP LIKE LAS VEGAS ! To NEXT STATION.
g . - OUR DRIVER PicK$

y! 3 -\ -.L'.._]
TNE NEVER MET
ANYONE WHO'S
SEEN MORE THAN
Twio STATIONS.




